
Northeast Arc Development Officer, at 978-

762-4878 or blandry@ne-arc.org 

 

 

ance Coverage for Autism (H. 

3809). 

A special thank you to parent 

Paula Grover, Danvers, who pre-

pared 300 cookie packets with 

social story for advocates to 

deliver to their representatives. 

 

 

From AFAM:  Thanks in great 
part to the advocacy of stake-
holders like you, ARICA (HB 
3809) passed the Massachu-
setts House of Representatives 

unanimously yesterday. 

This was a huge step forward in 
the effort to pass meaningful 
autism insurance reform legisla-
tion in the Commonwealth. Our 
work, however, is not done yet. 
We anticipate the bill will be 
taken up by the Senate very 
shortly, perhaps as early as 

Wednesday. 

Now more than ever, it is criti-
cal that legislators know that 
their constituents are looking to 
them to take a stand on this 
issue that affects so many 

families in the Commonwealth. 

Here is How YOU Can Help: 

1. Call Your State Senator Now! 
You can find their name and 
phone number HERE. Ask them 

to vote YES to ARICA/HB 4935 
when it is taken up by the Sen-

ate. 

2. Please ask everyone you know 
who lives in Massachusetts to 

call their senator as well. 

We are in the final stretch of 
this incredible effort to pass 
meaningful autism insurance 
reform here in Massachusetts. 
Thank you for doing all you 
can to help ensure that, at 
long last, autism treatment 
will be covered by health 
insurance in the Common-

wealth. 

Staff from ASC joined 

families and advocates 

from all over Massachu-

setts as they converged on 

the State House on July 

21st to ask their legislators 

to move forward and pass 

An Act Relative to Insur-
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A F A M  
B E N E F I T  

• Sunday, August 8 
from 2-9 pm 

• C-Note Music 
Club, Nantasket 
Beach, Hull 

• Great music, great 
people, great 
opportunity 

• Admission: $25 

• See page 5 for 
details. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

The Mike Frangos Commodore 41st Invita-
tional Golf Tournament will be held on Septem-
ber 13th, 2010, at the Myopia Hunt Club, 

South Hamilton, Massachusetts.  

The longest continually held charity golf tour-
nament in the United States, the Mike Fran-
gos Commodore Golf Tournament has raised 
nearly $2 million over the years for Northeast 
Arc. The lead sponsor is Boston Private Bank 

and Trust. 

For more information contact Becky Landry, 

M I K E  F R A N G O S  C O MMO DO R E  4 1 S T  I N V I T A T I O N A L  G O L F  T O U R N A M E N T   

Representative Barbara L’Italien addressing the 

crowd on  July 21 

Clubhouse at Myopia 



Summer Coffee Hour 

While our support groups are taking a summer break, we are offering a cof-

fee hour each Tuesday (10-11 am) through August in the ASC Library.  Join 

us to network with other parents.  For more info call 978-777-9135. 

 

Mass. Advocates for Children/Autism Project Workshop:   

What is the obligation of the public school system to meet the unique 
needs of children with autism spectrum disorder? 

Speaker:  Beth Simon, Attorney-at-Law 

When:  Monday, September 20th, 10am-12noon 

Where:  6 Southside Road, Danvers 

This workshop will help parents understand the rights and procedures which 

ensure children with ASD receive educational opportunities which reflect 

competency and potential.  This workshop will address current trends, legal 

standards, some discussion on court cases, evaluation rights and procedures, 

and special education service options for children with ASD.  The workshop 

will emphasize specific education services to meet their unique needs and al-

low them to reach their potential.  Please RSVP by September 13th.  Con-

tact Stephanie Gammons at sgammons@ne-arc.org. 

 

Save the date! 

LIFE QUEST:  Journey to Adulthood 

Sponsored by the Family Support Division, Northeast Arc 

When:  2nd Tuesday of the month beginning 9/14 at 6:30 

Where:  6 Southside Road 

Everyone needs a guide to the future and assistance with making choices.  
For individuals with disabilities, the choices can be daunting, and the journey 
can seem overwhelming. Join us and let us guide you on the path. 

First meeting of the series:  Map your trip here! 

Overview of Family Support and Getting Ready for Transitioning 

Speaker:  Karla Murphy, Northeast Arc Advocate 

Cost:  $5;  Contact Aymee Lucifora at 978-624-2381 

 

U P C OM I N G  E V E N T S  A T  A S C  
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Picnic at Endicott Park 

Save the date!   

8thAnnual 

PICNIC  

October 3rd 

12 noon to 2 

pm 

Endicott Park, 

Danvers 



In cooperation with the Autism 
Society, MedicAlert developed 
a program designed to benefit 
individuals on the autism spec-
trum and their families via the 
Kid Smart membership for 
children 17 and under and the 
Advantage membership for 
adults 18 and above. http://

www.medicalert.org/autism 

Benefits of MedicAlert + 
Safe and Sound: Live 24-hour 

Emergency Response Services 

The onsite Emergency Response 
Center is staffed by medically 
trained personnel 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week. They 
communicate your vital medi-
cal information to emergency 
responders as required any-
time, anywhere, in over 140 

languages. 

Live 24-hour Family Notifi-
cation Service The family 
notification service will notify 
your family or designated 
contacts after we have com-
municated your vital informa-
tion to emergency respond-
ers. This service lets your 
family know of the situation 
and where to meet you. 

Emergency Medical Infor-
mation Record (EMIR®)  A 
comprehensive emergency 
medical information record 
with unlimited updates sup-
ported by trained member 
services associates. You can 
feel confident that each up-
date will be reviewed by our 
trained staff who understand 
the importance of listing the 
right medical conditions and 

medications. . 

useful tips on how to adapt 
everyday materials to en-
hance the participation of 
infants and toddlers in a vari-
ety of daily activities and 
routines. The feature article 
of the latest issue is, “Using 
Assistive Technology to Sup-
port Socialization.” Past is-

sues also are available. More 

http://tnt.asu.edu/home/

news 

Tots ’n Tech Research In-
stitute Offers Tips for Us-
ing Assistive Technology 
with Young Children 

The appropriate use of simple 
adaptations and assistive 
technology (AT) can support 
inclusion and natural learning 
opportunities for young chil-
dren with disabilities. The 
Tots ’n Tech Research Insti-
tute publishes an online news-
letter that provides many 

 

M E D I C A L E R T  +  S A F E  A N D  S O U N D  

A S S I S T I V E  T E C H NO L O G Y  

F AM I L Y  S U P P O R T  S U R V E Y  
dential. Survey results will 
help the federal Administra-
tion on Developmental Dis-
abilities, parent centers, and 
researchers understand the 
information and supports 
families need to prepare for 
moving into adulthood. They 
also may help to inform pro-
gram development for youth 
with disabilities in the future. 
The FAST Project is funded 
by the Administration on 
Developmental Disabilities 
(ADD) as a Project of Na-
tional Significance. FAST is a 

project of PACER Center in 
Minnesota in collaboration 
with parent centers through-
out the United States and 
territories and with the help 
of the University of Minne-
sota.  http://

www.fastfamilysupport.org/ 

Parents, Primary Caregivers 
are Invited to Participate in 
a National Survey on Family 
Supports 

Parents and primary caregiv-
ers of youth with disabilities 
between the ages of 12 and 
22 are encouraged to partici-
pate in a national research 
study conducted by the Fam-
ily Advocacy and Support 
Training (FAST) Project. The 
National Family Support Sur-
vey is available at fastfamily-
support.org through Aug. 13, 
2010. All answers are confi-

“Do your little 
bit of good 
where you are; 
it's those little 
bits of good 
put together 
that overwhelm 
the world.” 

- Bishop 
Desmond Tutu  

 

Page 3 V O L U M E  1 9 ,  I S S U E  2  



The Asperger's Association of New 
England is piloting a new program--
The Life Management Assistance 
Program (LifeMAP) will provide assis-
tance to adults living with Asperger’s 
syndrome who are not eligible for 
DDS services.  This assistance will 
take the form of intensive, individu-
alized coaching.  The goal of LifeMAP 
will ultimately be to empower adults 
with AS and increase their level of 
independence.  Participants will re-
ceive up to four hours of personal-

ized coaching per week.  Clients and 
coaches will set concrete, obtainable 
goals to work on.  This can take the 
form of, but will not be limited to 
organizing one’s papers, cleaning one’s 
apartment, connecting to new social 
groups, support to make phone calls, 
pay bills, etc.   
Call 617-393-3824 ext. 310 to re-
quest an application.  For more infor-
mation, http://www.aane.org/
aane_services/
services_for_adults.html 

L I F E M A P  

Save the Date! 

41st Annual 

Golf 

Tournament to 

benefit 

Northeast Arc 

Sept. 13th 

F Y I  
young children.  http://
www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/
resources/strategies.html 

 

Melmark New England is offering a 
Summer Training Series for Pro-
fessionals 

http://www.melmarkne.org/

MNESummerTraining2010Reg.pdf 

Or www.melmarkne.org/html/

training.html  

Center on Social and Emotional 
Foundations for Early Learning 

The Center on the Social and Emo-
tional Foundations for Early Learning 
is a five-year project designed to 
strengthen the capacity of Head 
Start and child care programs to im-
prove the social and emotional out-
comes of young children.  Website 
has many training modules and 
strategies that would be of interest 
to parents and other caregivers of 
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Our sincerest condolences to  

The Neenan Family of Peabody 

On the recent loss of their beloved daughter and sister 

Allison Herman 
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play—J Place, State of Mind, 

The Groove Doctors, and Blue 

Revival. 

Doors open at 1 pm, bands will 

perform from 2-9 pm.  Food, 

silent auction and a 50/50 

raffle.   

Admission:  $25.  Advance 

tickets available by check or 

credit card:  AFAM, 217 

South St, Waltham, Ma 

02453.  Tickets also available 

at the door. 

For your summer pleasure, on 

Sunday, August 8th, AFAM 

has planned a fabulous event 

at the C-Note Music Club at 

Nantasket Beach (159 Nan-

tasket Ave., Hull), from 2 to 9 

pm, with a terrific group of 

bands.  Thanks to the gener-

osity of the bands and club 

owner, Charlie Fruzzetti, this 

event will raise funds to sup-

port AFAM’s ongoing advo-

cacy.  Four terrific bands will 

Contact Advocates for Au-

tism of Massachusetts at 

781-891-6270 

A F A M  B E N E F I T  
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Center for Developmental Excellence  

6 Southside Road 

Danvers, MA 01923 

 

Phone: 978-777-9135 

E-mail: asc@ne-arc.org 

The Autism Support 
Center empowers 
families who have a 
member with autism 
or related disorder 
by providing current, 
accurate, and unbi-
ased information 
about autism, ser-
vices, referrals, re-
sources, and re-
search trends.  In 
addition, the ASC 
will provide educa-
tional opportunities; 
promote networking; 
increase community 
awareness; and advo-
cate for services and 
opportunities. 

 

T H E  A U T I S M  S U P P O R T  
C E N T E R  

the Mass. Dept. of Develop-

mental Services.  The views 

expressed do not necessarily 

reflect those of the funding 

source.  ASC does not en-

dorse any product, service or 

theory referred to in this 

newsletter.  Articles, re-

sources and announcements 

are included for information 

only. 

Anyone wishing to contribute 

information for this newslet-

ter should send it to asc@ne-

arc.org or to our mailing ad-

dress above.  Parent contribu-

The Spectrum is a monthly 

electronic  publication of the 

Autism Support Center: 

6Southside Road 

Danvers, MA 01923 

978-777-9135 or 800-7-

AUTISM (in Eastern MA) 

E-mail: asc@ne-arc.org 

Www.ne-arcautismsupportcenter.org 

This newsletter is published 

to inform parents and profes-

sionals of resource informa-

tion, upcoming events, and 

other autism-related topics.  

ASC is funded primarily by 

tions are encouraged.  An-

nouncements are included as 

space is available. 

NEWSLETTER STAFF 

Susan Gilroy, Editor 

Contributors: 

Gloria Ricardi Castillo 

Scott Buchanan 

Whitney Ryan 

Stephanie Gammons 

T H E  S P E C T R U M  

P A R E N T S  A N D  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  I N  
P A R T N E R S H I P  

Check our website! 

www.NE-arcAutismSupportCenter.org 


